KIRKBARROW RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 27 September 2023

in The Neighbourhood Centre, Ghyllside School, Kendal


 


PRESENT:	Diane Horner (in the Chair),


		D. Bertsson, R. Tideswell, R. Sutton.





WELCOME & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reported apologies for absence in respect of 


P. Horner, H. Davies, L. Foster and P. Whiting, who had resigned from the Committee. 





MINUTES OF LAST MEETING


The minutes of the AGM held 28 September 2022 were agreed as a correct record. 





MATTERS ARISING


Handrail (Item 3 refers)


The handrail adjacent to the steps in Low Kirkbarrow Lane had been installed during the year. 





PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2022/23


The audited accounts for the year ending 31st March 2023 were circulated and subsequently adopted. 





ANNUAL REPORTS


  Chair 


Diane gave the following report. 


” Sports, Fun & Games sessions, with refreshments, continued on mostly Monday afternoons in the school holidays in Kendal Parish Hall, which, as always, proved popular. GLL provided the coaches for these 2-hour sessions during all half terms as well as the Easter and Summer holidays. 





We also held a Family Fun Event on Ghyllside School’s field this year as part of the Coronation celebrations, which was kindly funded by Kendal Town Council and Cllr Alvin Finch. This featured a Bouncy Castle and Bar-B-Q, plus other refreshments, and was followed by a game of rounders and Bingo at Jean’s in the evening.





Alvin also paid for our defibrillator housed at the front of the flats on Greengate Lane to be refurbished, including new pads. Dave Miles checks this on a regular basis.





Litter picks have once again taken place during the year and thanks go to those who helped.





Kendal Lions didn’t take their Santa’s Float Christmas Collection around the estates again this year and it’s unknown when or if they’ll resume this popular event. 





Demand continues to out strip supply for our food share as so many families remain in dire straights, which seems to be getting worse with the ever-increasing cost-of-living crises.  





Rose has once again done a sterling job of co-ordinating our scheme, from collecting food donated by supermarkets and wholesale schemes, to buying food, then distributing it to our elderly and vulnerable residents and food share sheds. We have also been able to provide treats for our children at Halloween, Christmas and Easter.





We were turned down for funding by the National Lottery for the proposed shelter for the ‘bus stop at the top of Echo Barn Hill, requested by some of our residents; however, 2 Trusts administered by Cumbria Community Foundation agreed to cover the costs and installation of the shelter. So, with Kendal Town Council having already agreed to take responsibility for future maintenance, final permission was sought from Westmorland & Furness Council to install the shelter at their preferred location. A site meeting was held a couple of months ago and our local Councillors voiced their support. 





However, following a wider consultation of residents that lived in sight of the proposed shelter, which is a requirement, there have been 10 objections, citing potential noise and litter. Therefore, the ‘Bus Infrastructure Officer at the Council is recommending refusal. Needless to say, Cllr Matt Severn and I have voiced our disappointment at this decision and raised several points addressing the issues raised, not least that 15 residents signed the petition in favour of the shelter and there were 16 further households contacted during the consultation of which 10 were against, leaving 6 that are resultantly either in favour or not bothered either way. Democracy would therefore conclude that the majority are in favour of the shelter.





Further, Matt Severn is looking at ways that Councillors can over-rule the Officer’s recommendation and approve the shelter.





The KRA Committee continues to work on other local issues and is hopeful that after the ‘bus shelter issue is resolved, we can turn our attention to pressing for traffic lights at the junction of Glebe and Milnthorpe Roads, which supposedly wasn’t feasible due to pavement widths but was somehow managed when Cadent were digging up Milnthorpe Road recently. 





Lastly, I’d like to thank our Committee, and particularly Rose, together with our local Councillors for all their efforts for Kirkbarrow during the last 12 months.”





  Community Police


No report had been submitted; however, Diane circulated the newsletter when received.





  CCC Community Engagement 


Louise had informed that more Food Share funding had become available and she would forward an application form in due course.





  South Lakes Housing - No report available. 





  Ghyllside School 


Diane reported that school was doing well, with Reception Class full and only a handful of spare places throughout school. 





  Councillors


   Town 


Richard reported that several projects were awaiting funding; and he had attended a site meeting with South lakes Housing at Brockbeck. He also said that the Youth Zone, organised by Adam Edwards, would be hosting a Roller Disco in Kendal Leisure Centre.





ELECTION OF OFFICERS 2022/23


    Chair/Secretary


Diane indicated that she was willing to serve a further term and, in the absence of any other nominations, was subsequently elected.





Vice-Chair


Rose was re-elected to the post of Vice-Chair.





Treasurer


Rose was re-elected to the post of Treasurer.


 				


Minutes Secretary


With Phil having resigned, and there now being less meetings per year, it was agreed to delete this post until such time as someone expressed an interest.





ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 2022/23


It was agreed that the Committee would comprise the above officers, together with the following who had served previously:


David Bertsson, Peter Horner, Linda Slater, Malcolm Conway, Ann West, Lisa Robinson and Roger Quilliam. It was noted that Councillor David Miles would be a Committee member with voting rights as well, as he was a Kirkbarrow resident.





QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 


Richard asked how often the food share deliveries were done as he was willing to hlp. Rose responded that she did them as and when time allowed.





DATES OF MEETINGS 2023/24


Diane said that. Subject to confirmation of room availability by Ghyllside School, meetings would be held on 6 December 2023, 20 March 2024, 19 June 2024 and 25 September 2024 (AGM). 





COMMITTEE BUSINESS


Treasurer’s Report


Rose gave the following report:


“The accounts have now been audited and are available to view.  Since the beginning of this financial year, I have paid out- 


£330.00 to the Leisure Centre for the half term and summer sports sessions in Kirkland Hall and £44.01 on the refreshments.





£363.75 for refreshments and £265 for a bouncy castle for the Kings Coronation celebrations.  





£2,407.91 on food share for the sheds and delivery to residents and emergency food purchases for residents in need.  Two of these shops were as a result from a direct appeal from Grange and Lakes ICC Care Co-Ordinator - University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS Foundation Trust.





Cumbria Community Foundation £15 subscription fee paid.





A £662.00 grant had been received for the Coronation party and a £2074.00 grant for the new bus shelter at the top of Echo Barn Hill. 





£1522.60 remains in general funds with all other balances in the accounts allocated to the projects for which the monies were granted.”





ANY OTHER BUSINESS  -  None.








The meeting closed at 19:48pm
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