KIRKBARROW RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 17 September 2007 

in Ghyllside School, Gillinggate, Kendal




PRESENT:	Diane Horner (in the Chair), D. Hesketh, D. Wilkinson, A. Braithwaite, 


S. Braithwaite, P. Horner, L. Odgers, J. Park, S. Davidson, R. Dixon, 


M. Dixon, C. Francis, Y. Fenna.





IN ATTENDANCE:	Sgt. A. Moffat, PC A. Beard, PCSO D. Lavictoire, L. Huxley, 


S. McCann.





WELCOME & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and noted apologies for absence in respect of Cllr G. Cook and P. Longden





MINUTES OF LAST MEETING


The minutes of the AGM held 21 June 2006 were accepted as a correct record.





MATTERS ARISING	- None.





REPORTS:


Chair	-	Appended.





Community Police


Andy reported the increased Police presence since May, whereby there was a PC and/or a CSO on duty every day, which would continue for the foreseeable future. This, together with more activities being run by Young Cumbria, had resulted in an overall improvement in behaviour and less reported incidents than last year.


However, whilst there had been improvements in some areas, others had been identified as needing targeted policing to improve the behaviour of both young people and adults.


Several drug users had been prosecuted and also some youths in relation to alcohol-fuelled anti-social behaviour and Andy asked that residents inform him where the young people were hiding the alcohol so that it could be confiscated.  


In conclusion, Andy emphasised the need for continued collaborative working with the community and its young people, and then answered questions from the meeting.


Following a discussion with regard to alcohol-fuelled anti-social behaviour, it was unanimously agreed to request SLDC to extend the Designated No Alcohol Consumption Zone to include the whole of Kirkbarrow and its play areas.





Young Cumbria


Paul continued to work on the estate on Thursday evenings and a range of activities had been undertaken as reported in the Newsletters.





Cumbria County Council Neighbourhood Development   - None.





South Lakes Housing


Lynne reported that another successful football tournament had been held over the Summer months and the Environmental Improvement Programme was to fund a Games Area and Youth Shelter at Brockbeck.


She said that the format of Area Panels would be changing from 2008/09 to become discussion meetings that would no longer include funding awards, which would be processed by application to an annual Grant Assessment Panel; however, the funding criteria would no longer be restricted to environmental improvements.


Lynne answered questions from the floor with regard to what constituted environmental improvements; pet ownership; and the maintenance of play areas and their equipment.


It was agreed to invite Tony Naylor to a future meeting to report on the latter.


With regard to dog fouling, it was noted that both Environmental Health and Community Support Officers could take action against irresponsible dog owners. 


Sinead agreed to make enquiries with the CCC Highways Engineers as to whether “Slow Down - Children Playing” signs would be allowed should they be funded and erected by South Lakes Housing as, although they were the remit of CCC, the R.A. had been informed that there were no funds available for same.





Councillors	-	No reports available.





PRESENTATION & ADOPTION OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS


Diane Hesketh reported on the 2006/07 accounts and the earmarked project funding contained within the balances. The accounts would be audited as soon as possible, the result of which would be reported to a future meeting. 


It was noted that the sum of £200 had been agreed to be given in respect of matched funding for a Go-Kart trip organised by Young Cumbria.


Jackie reported that balances remained within the 2 accounts of the “old” R.A. and it was agreed that these be transferred to the new account a.s.a.p. and allocated to the appropriate projects accordingly.





UPDATE ON YOUTH FACILITIES CONSULTATION


29 residents had attended the Consultation Meeting the previous week, the majority of which lived in close proximity to the 2 play areas. 


Only 1 young person was present at the meeting.


14 questionnaires had been completed, with 9 being against the youth shelters, 3 for, 1 maybe and 1 blank; however, the majority were in favour of games areas at both Brockbeck and Vicars Fields.  


Bearing in mind the low number both attending the meeting and completing the questionnaires, together with the previous support for both facilities at all meetings during the past 3 years, it was agreed to extend the consultation in order to be more representative.


However, as there seemed to be majority, consistent support for the games areas throughout, it was agreed to progress these a.s.a.p.  





CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES


The revised Constitution, as recommended by the Committee, was adopted by the meeting.





ELECTION OF OFFICERS


The following were proposed, seconded and subsequently elected unopposed:-


Chair 			-	Diane Horner


Vice-Chair		-	Jackie Park


Secretary			-	Vacant


Minutes Secretary	-	Vacant


Treasurer		-	Diane Hesketh





ELECTION OF COMMITTEE


It was agreed that D. Wilkinson, A. Braithwaite, S. Braithwaite, P. Horner, L. Odgers, S. Davidson, R. Dixon, M. Dixon, C. Francis, Y. Fenna, together with the above Officers, would form the Committee 2007/08.





PRIORITIES FOR THE NEXT 12 MONTHS


Besides continuing the ongoing work on youth facilities and activities, it was agreed that parking problems should be addressed, together with extending participation in the Respect programme.





DATES OF MEETINGS 2007/08


It was agreed that the AGM be held in September and General Meetings in January and May 2008, with Committee meetings being held twice in between each, and the Chair would publish specific dates after liaising with Ghyllside School as to room availability.





ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Jackie reported the very recent, serious house fire at 10 Glebe Road which had not only resulted in injury to the occupants - a young, single mother and her children - but also substantial damage and loss of possessions. 


Lynne assured the meeting that, should it be necessary, the family would be re-housed in temporary accommodation whilst repairs were carried out. 


After discussion, it was agreed that Jackie liaise with the occupant and offer the R.A.’s practical help, together with financial assistance to a maximum of £200, should these be needed.
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